
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
West Seattle Garden Tour 2019 Beneficiaries Announced 
 
Seattle, WA—May 4, 2019—West Seattle Garden Tour announces it has selected six 
local non-profits as beneficiaries of the 25th annual tour. Proceeds from the 2019 
garden tour will support improvements to two public gardens, theater education 
programs, community fruit harvest, a playground renovation, and native plantings in 
West Seattle. 
 
Each year West Seattle Garden Tour, a 501(c)(3) organization, seeks out other 
non-profits whose goals fit their mission—to promote horticultural-based interests, 
educational projects, and arts programs—within West Seattle and neighboring 
communities. The garden tour’s designated beneficiaries for 2019 are: ArtsWest, City 
Fruit, Community Orchard of West Seattle, Gatewood Elementary School, The 
Fauntleroy Watershed Council, and West Seattle Bee Garden. 
 
West Seattle Garden Tour intends to raise and distribute over $25,000 to these six local 
projects from the sale of garden tour tickets, a raffle on tour day and sponsorship 
revenue. Information about the selected beneficiaries and the projects WSGT expects 
to fund can be found at westseattlegardentour.org/beneficiaries.  
 
ARTSWEST 
Funds from the West Seattle Garden Tour will support regular education programs like 
First Look and StageNotes, and has stepped up to support emerging education 
programming, such as Crossroads.   
 
The West Seattle Garden Tour was originally founded in 1995 to fund ArtsWest. As the 
tour has evolved over the years to support a variety of community organizations 
promoting horticulture, education and the arts, ArtsWest remains as the tour’s legacy 
beneficiary. | artswest.org  
 
CITY FRUIT 
Each year, City Fruit harvests tens of thousands of pounds of fruit, sharing the vast 
majority of it with more than 50 food banks and community partners, across the city of 
Seattle. West Seattle represents one of their strongest neighborhoods, this grant presents 
an exciting opportunity to launch a prototype of their new programs – Community 
Harvest – to deepen community engagement, expand service opportunities, and 
increase educational opportunities for West Seattle neighbors! | cityfruit.org 
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COMMUNITY ORCHARD OF WEST SEATTLE 
West Seattle Garden Tour funding will provide for the design and construction of a new 
central, safe and accessible main entry area into the Orchard. The Orchard occupies 
green space at the north end of the South Seattle College campus. They welcome the 
community to visit their 1/8 acre site, planted thickly with 45 fruit trees and an espaliered 
garden with 35 apple varieties. | fruitinwestseattle.org  
 
GATEWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
West Seattle Garden Tour will fund an outdoor classroom seating area with shade trees, 
shrubs, flowers and other landscaping to complete the landscape plan. Additionally, an 
ADA-accessible path and play area will make for a more inclusive recreation 
experience for all, and natural areas provide much-needed shade, respite and 
nature-based exploration. | gatewoodplayfield.org 
 
THE FAUNTLEROY WATERSHED COUNCIL 
West Seattle Garden Tour funds will provide for a new native plant pocket park with an 
interpretive sign at the public vantage point into the ravine. Nature-oriented students at 
Taproot School will engaged in the project. In addition, funding will help continue 
maintenance of the native plantings in the ravine after the restoration grant ends in 
Dec. 2019. | fauntleroywatershed.org 
 
WEST SEATTLE BEE GARDEN 
This year, West Seattle Garden Tour funding will help maintain the West Seattle Bee 
Garden (WSBG) enclosure and surrounding pollination garden, continue their 
educational programming, and provide pollinator curriculum and educational kits to 
educators and schools throughout Seattle. The WSBG serves as a space where all 
visitors are welcome to come visit the bees, learn about the role of pollinators in the 
health of plants and our food supply, and enjoy the surrounding pollination garden, 
P-Patch, adjacent park and playground. | westseattlebeegarden.com 
 
ABOUT WEST SEATTLE GARDEN TOUR 
Since its inception in 1995, West Seattle Garden Tour has been one of the premier 
garden tours in the Northwest, as well as a fundraiser for local non-profits. The 
all-volunteer 501(c)(3) organization annually donates approximately $25,000 to local 
beneficiaries in support of their horticultural, educational and artistic missions. The 2019 
tour is on Sunday, June 23rd, from 9am to 5pm. Tickets are on sale now via the tour’s 
website and will also be sold in select retail outlets beginning mid-May. More 
information can be found at westseattlegardentour.org 
 
Contact: Cathy Thompson | marketing@westseattlegardentour.org 
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