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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

Artist Doreen Koch Allen Wins 2018 West Seattle Garden Tour Art Competition 

 
Seattle, WA – March 25, 2018. West Seattle Garden Tour announced today the 
artwork entitled Garden Fantasia by Edgewood, Washington artist Doreen Koch 
Allen has been selected as the winner of this year’s annual art competition.  
 
Ms. Allen is best known for her exuberant, color-infused paintings. Working primarily in 
watercolor and mixed media, inclusive of pastels and acrylics, her creations are 
often whimsical and playful. Ms. Allen’s deep love of nature and its offerings of 
detail, pattern, texture, and color are elements often found in her work. Frequently 
she listens to music while painting outdoors, surrounded by her extensive gardens, 
which will usually influence the direction of her artwork.  
 
Her process for Garden Fantasia involved painting many successive layers to 
establish an interesting underpainting. From that point, she pulled out desired images 
through negative painting, bringing to the forefront the resulting positive shapes, 
blooms and botanical elements. The 40” high x 30” wide piece was painted in 
acrylics and uses a variety of found objects to imprint the canvas, replicating 
interesting textures found in nature.  
 
Garden Fantasia will be featured on the 2018 Garden Tour’s official poster and ticket 
book. Ms. Allen will also receive a $500 cash prize. West Seattle Garden Tour will 
auction the artwork on the day of the tour, Sunday, June 24, 2018. Bids will be taken 
in one of the gardens from 9am to 5pm. Proceeds will benefit the year’s designated 

beneficiaries, which will be announced in early April. 
 
The artwork and a publicity photo of Doreen Koch Allen can be found at the 
following link: http://tinyurl.com/WSGT-art-winner.  
 

ABOUT WEST SEATTLE GARDEN TOUR 
Since its inception in 1995, West Seattle Garden Tour has been one of the premier 
garden tours in the Northwest, as well as a fundraiser for local non-profits. The all-
volunteer 501(c)(3) organization annually donates approximately $25,000 to local 
beneficiaries in support of their horticultural, educational and artistic missions. The 
2018 tour is on Sunday, June 24. Tickets are on sale now via the tour’s website and 
will also be sold in select retail outlets beginning mid-May. More information can be 
found at westseattlegardentour.org.  
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